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POLL FINDS LITTLE TRUST IN SUPES TO DECIDE EL TORO

Airport at Bottom of OC Voters’ Priority List; Education, Crime at Top

IRVINE, CA – Voters in Orange County say education, crime and traffic should be the top priorities this year for local officials and put a new County airport at the bottom of the list, according to a new independent poll released on Tuesday.

The poll, of 511 registered voters in Orange County, finds 53% of voters saying improving local schools should be a “top priority”.  Forty-eight percent say “fighting crime” and 44% say “relieving highway congestion” should be “top priority” issues.  Improving the quality of health care also received 44%.

In the face of the energy crisis, voters place programs for energy conservation fifth in importance, with voters in North County giving the issue the most prominence.

Just 12% of voters say building a new international airport in the County is a “top priority” concern, as the issue ranks last of all 13 issues tested in the survey.  The next lowest issue, maintaining good relations with Mexico, was considered “top priority” by 21%.

Mixed Views Overall on Supervisors

The poll finds mixed views toward the Orange County Board of Supervisors.   Overall, 42% of OC voters have a favorable view of the Supervisors, while 35% have an unfavorable view.  Nearly 1 in 4 voters do not have an opinion.

Unfavorable views are particularly high in South County, where just 29% have a positive impression of the Supervisors overall.  Forty-five percent have a negative impression.

The Supervisors are viewed more favorably by Republican and Latino voters than by Democrats, Independents and Whites.

The poll also finds high percentages of young voters saying they could not identify the Board of Supervisors.  While 82% of all voters said they had heard of the Board, 42% of voters under the age of 35 say they had not.

Voters Do Not Trust Board to Decide Fate of El Toro

The poll asked voters about specific issues facing the Supervisors and whether they trust them to make decisions about these issues.  Concerning the future of El Toro, 54% say they do not trust the Supervisors to decide this issue, with nearly 1 in 3 voters saying they do not trust Supervisors “at all.”  Male voters and voters in South County are particularly distrusting of the Supervisors on El Toro.

On other issues, the poll finds more trust.  Two-thirds say they trust the Supervisors to handle oversight of the election process and ballot counting.  On development issues and managing the county’s finances, however, just 1 in 10 say they have “a lot” of trust in the Supervisor’s decisions.  

While trust is higher in North County – where the Supervisors are generally viewed more favorably –voters in South County are almost equally divided on the Supervisors’ ability to make planning and financial decisions.

“The poll suggests voters – at least those who pay attention to local government – are of two minds,” said Dr. Christian Collet, director of the poll.  “On one hand, they trust the Supervisors to oversee ballot counts and, to a lesser degree, the county’s finances and planning.  On the other hand, voters strongly believe they cannot handle El Toro.”  

“The numbers indicate that the more focus that is put on the airport – which voters believe is less important than almost every other issue in Orange County – the more risk there is in alienating the public,” Collet said.  “If voters already believe there is a disconnection between their concerns and those of politicians, it may get worse as the Supervisors attempt to tackle this issue.”

About The Pacific Poll and Pacific Opinions

The Pacific Poll, of a random sample of 540 registered voters in Orange County, was administered by telephone, in English and Spanish, between January 14th and 23rd, 2001.  The margin of sampling error for the entire sample is approximately +/- 4.5 percentage points.  It is important to recognize that sampling error is just one potential error in opinion surveys; results can be affected by other factors such as question wording, order and timing of the interviews.

Pacific Opinions is an independent research company based in Irvine that conducts polls and survey research for private-sector clients, media and non-profit organizations.  Christian Collet, Ph.D., a political scientist at University of California, Irvine, is the senior partner in the company.  Dr. Collet serves as the director of The Pacific Poll.

The Pacific Poll is a public-interest research project funded by Pacific Opinions.   It is conducted regularly on social and political issues in the diverse communities of San Diego and Orange County.
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Survey Questions and Results

Schools, Crime Tops Agenda For Local Officials, Airport at Bottom

Energy Conservation Ranks High in North County, Below Clean Beaches in Central and South County

1.  I’d like to begin by asking you for your views about some issues facing residents in our community and how important they should be for local officials to address in the coming year.   I am going to read a list of issues and after each one, please tell me if you believe it should be a top priority for local officials, a very high priority, a somewhat high priority, or not too high of a priority.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	All Voters

 in OC

(N=540)
	North County

(N=183)
	Central County

(N=227)
	South County

(N=130)

	
	
	
	
	

	Improving local schools
	53%
	59%
	54%
	45%

	Fighting crime
	48
	53
	49
	41

	Relieving highway congestion
	44
	49
	43
	38

	Raising the quality of health care
	44
	48
	44
	40

	Developing energy conservation programs
	39
	49
	33
	37

	Creating more good jobs
	38
	43
	38
	30

	Cleaning up our beaches
	36
	35
	35
	39

	Improving ethnic relations
	33
	35
	29
	35

	Building more affordable housing
	29
	32
	31
	24

	Reducing the flow of illegal immigration
	29
	29
	29
	29

	Limiting growth and development
	22
	18
	27
	17

	Maintaining good relations with Mexico
	21
	23
	21
	18

	Building a new international airport in the County
	12
	15
	11
	10


North County includes: Anaheim, Brea, Buena Park, Cypress, Fullerton, La Habra, La Palma, Los Alamitos, Placentia, Seal Beach, Stanton, Villa Park and Yorba Linda.

Central County includes: Costa Mesa, Fountain Valley, Garden Grove, Huntington Beach, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin, and Westminster.

South County includes: Aliso Viejo, Capistrano Beach, Corona Del Mar, Dana Point, El Toro, Irvine, Laguna Beach, Laguna Hills, Laguna Niguel, Laguna Woods, Lake Forest, Mission Viejo, Newport Beach, Rancho Santa Margarita, San Clemente, San Juan Capistrano and Trabuco.

Most Believe Airport Is A Low Priority Issue

North County





Central County
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South County
Top 5 Priorities for Latino Voters
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Top 5 Priorities for Republican Voters
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Top 5 Priorities for Democratic Voters
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Board of Supervisors Viewed Slightly Favorably; 1 in 4 Have No Opinion

South County Voters Hold Most Unfavorable Views

2.  Please tell me if you have a favorable or unfavorable view of…The Orange County Board of Supervisors?  Is that strongly or just somewhat?
Board identified by 82% of County voters; 18% have never heard of Board

Those least familiar with the Board: Under age 35 (42% have never heard of Board), Latinos (28%).

	
	Strongly

Favorable
	Somewhat

Favorable
	Total 

Favorable
	
	Total 

Unfavorable
	
	No 

Opinion

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Orange County
	8%
	34%
	42%
	
	35%
	
	23%

	North County
	8
	41
	49
	
	24
	
	27

	Central County
	11
	35
	46
	
	35
	
	19

	South County
	3
	26
	29
	
	45
	
	26

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Whites
	6
	41
	47
	
	29
	
	24

	Latinos
	14
	50
	64
	
	25
	
	11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Men
	9
	31
	40
	
	47
	
	13

	Women
	7
	37
	44
	
	22
	
	34

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Republicans
	7
	43
	50
	
	30
	
	20

	Democrats
	13
	30
	43
	
	34
	
	23

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18-24 years old
	9
	32
	41
	
	32
	
	27

	25-34 
	4
	27
	31
	
	38
	
	31

	35-49
	6
	39
	45
	
	29
	
	26

	50-64
	5
	35
	40
	
	44
	
	16

	65 and above
	13
	32
	45
	
	33
	
	12

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


OC Views Its Supervisors Less Favorably Than SD Voters View Theirs

Orange County




San Diego County*
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* Based on Pacific Opinions poll of 511 registered voters in San Diego County, Jan 14-23, 2001.

Majority of Voters Do Not Trust Board to Decide Future of El Toro; 

Nearly 1 in 3 Say They Do Not Trust Board “At All” With Issue

3.  The Orange County Board of Supervisors deals with several local issues.  In general, how much do you trust the Board to make decisions about [READ AND ROTATE]?  Do you trust the Board a lot, some, a little or not at all?


a.  The future of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

	
	A Lot
	Some
	Total 
	
	A Little 
	Not at All
	Total
	No 

Opinion

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Orange County
	10%
	23%
	33%
	
	22%
	32%
	54%
	13%

	North County
	10
	30
	40
	
	23
	22
	45
	15

	Central County
	13
	18
	31
	
	24
	30
	54
	15

	South County
	5
	22
	27
	
	20
	46
	66
	7

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Whites
	11
	20
	31
	
	24
	34
	58
	11

	Latinos
	13
	35
	48
	
	18
	25
	43
	9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Men
	10
	16
	26
	
	22
	41
	63
	11

	Women
	9
	28
	37
	
	22
	24
	46
	17

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Republicans
	11
	22
	33
	
	24
	32
	56
	11

	Democrats
	11
	23
	34
	
	23
	26
	49
	17

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



b.  The process for counting election ballots and making elections fair

	
	A Lot
	Some
	Total 
	
	A Little 
	Not at All
	Total
	No 

Opinion

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Orange County
	32%
	34%
	66%
	
	16%
	10%
	26%
	8%

	North County
	34
	33
	67
	
	16
	7
	23
	10

	Central County
	35
	33
	68
	
	19
	9
	28
	7

	South County
	28
	38
	66
	
	11
	15
	26
	8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Whites
	36
	36
	72
	
	14
	9
	23
	5

	Latinos
	25
	46
	71
	
	15
	12
	27
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Men
	35
	30
	65
	
	17
	10
	27
	8

	Women
	30
	38
	68
	
	15
	11
	26
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Republicans
	40
	32
	72
	
	14
	9
	23
	5

	Democrats
	26
	35
	61
	
	18
	11
	29
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



c.  Planning, zoning and development

	
	A Lot
	Some
	Total 
	
	A Little 
	Not at All
	Total
	No 

Opinion

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Orange County
	12%
	38%
	50%
	
	26%
	13%
	39%
	11%

	North County
	12
	46
	58
	
	23
	7
	30
	12

	Central County
	19
	30
	49
	
	28
	13
	41
	10

	South County
	3
	42
	45
	
	23
	21
	44
	11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Whites
	12
	43
	55
	
	25
	13
	38
	7

	Latinos
	14
	38
	52
	
	29
	10
	39
	9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Men
	10
	34
	44
	
	29
	14
	43
	13

	Women
	14
	41
	55
	
	23
	12
	35
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Republicans
	13
	39
	52
	
	27
	16
	43
	5

	Democrats
	17
	37
	54
	
	22
	9
	31
	15

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



d.  Managing the County’s budget

	
	A Lot
	Some
	Total 
	
	A Little 
	Not at All
	Total
	No 

Opinion

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Orange County
	10%
	41%
	51%
	
	23%
	15%
	38%
	11%

	North County
	10
	47
	57
	
	18
	14
	32
	11

	Central County
	10
	39
	49
	
	23
	17
	40
	11

	South County
	8
	37
	45
	
	27
	15
	42
	13

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Whites
	12
	44
	56
	
	23
	12
	35
	9

	Latinos
	10
	44
	54
	
	23
	16
	39
	7

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Men
	11
	41
	52
	
	21
	17
	38
	10

	Women
	8
	41
	49
	
	25
	14
	39
	12

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Republicans
	15
	41
	56
	
	23
	15
	38
	7

	Democrats
	5
	42
	47
	
	19
	16
	35
	18
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